THE SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

with the Lichavis, as well as with the Newars of
Nepal. This is the election of a raja for every
five or six houses, and his investiture, in due form,
with the tilak or royal frontal mark.1 Both
Lichavis and Newars had many customs in
common with the Dravidians of the south. Each
venerated the serpent, Karkotaka Naga being to
Nepal what Nila Naga was to Kashmir. A
Naga, too, was the tutelary deity of Vaisali,
the Lichavi capital.

The marital relations of Newars and Lichavis
closely resembled those of the Tamil people, and
go far to show a common origin.

Property amongst the Newars descended in the
female line, aijj|||?nce did amongst the Arattas,
BShikas or TaraHf of the Panjab, whose sisters'
sons, and not their own, were their heirs.3 This
is still a Dravidian custom. In short, a recent
Dravidian writer, Mr. Balkrishna Nair, says that
his people " appear to be, in nearly every particu-
lar, the kinsfolk of the Newars." 3

Besides all this, however, there are other links
connecting the Naga people of the south with
those of the north of India. In an inscription,
discovered by Colonel Tod at Kanswah near the
river Chambal, a raja, called Salindra, " of the race

1 Sherring Races of N.W.P., 376, 377.
a Mahabharata, Kama, p. xlv.
3 Calcutta Review, July, 1896.
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